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Court Report Recommendations 
 
We all have many wishes for our CASA children, but when we make recommendations, we 
need to remember that the judges’ powers to enter orders affecting our children are not 
unlimited.  We also need to remember that our recommendations can change according to 
the type of hearing and the legal stage of the case.  But the most important thing for a 
CASA volunteer to remember is that no one expects you to craft “perfect” 
recommendations.  Your manager’s job is to help you make recommendations that are 
appropriate to the circumstances of your specific case.  So here are a few strategies to 
consider when formulating recommendations: 
 

1. Judges cannot enter orders against people who are not parties to the action.  For 
example, a judge cannot order a school to provide services to a child because the 
school is not a party to the juvenile court case.  The same is true most of the time for 
foster parents.  Unless they specifically ask and the judge rules that they may be 
included as parties to the case, foster parents are not subject to court orders.  Our 
job as CASAs is to think of ways to craft recommendations that are directed at a 
party to the action that will help achieve results that cannot be ordered directly.  For 
example, a recommendation might suggest that “CW offer family counseling to FM,” 
even if the court cannot directly order FM to engage in counseling. Similarly, the 
court might order that CW request an evaluation or other services for the child from 
the school, even if the school cannot be ordered to provide them.    

 
2. If the case has not been adjudicated, the focus of CASA reports and the 

recommendations should be limited to the children.  DCFS must provide children 
needed services from the time they come into DCFS care.  (Parents, on the other 
hand, are not obligated to engage in services until there has been an adjudication or 
unless they are otherwise expressly ordered to do so).   

 
3. Once the case has been adjudicated and the court has entered judgment making the 

children wards of the court and guardianship is granted to DCFS, parents can be 
ordered to engage in services.  However, CASA reports do not make 
recommendations about parents unless the subject directly affects the children.  For 
example, a report may recommend that “NP visits be scheduled at a time that does 
not interfere with Janie’s school schedule,” but we do not recommend that a parent 
undergo drug treatment. 

 
4. Recommendations about the appropriate goal may be made only at permanency 

hearings.  The judge cannot set or change a goal at any other hearing.   
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5. Recommended goals should be legally available.  We cannot recommend a goal of 
adoption, for example, if parental rights have not been terminated.  We cannot 
recommend a goal of guardianship unless all other goals are inappropriate.   

 
6. Recommendations should be phrased in a manner that is deferential to the court and 

respectful of all parties.  We should not say, “Order CW to transport the children to 
sibling visits,” when “Children be transported to sibling visits” works just as well. 

 
No one expects volunteers to fully understand the legal stage of the case or the legal 
availability of specific goals for the case.  Your job is to know the children and develop a full 
understanding of their needs in care and best options for permanency.  Your manager will 
be there to help you formulate appropriate recommendations so that the court can help 
your CASA child get the support and services he or she needs.  


